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GRAY COURT TOWN COUNCIL MEETING
April 21, 2025, 7:00 PM
AGENDA

PLEASE NOTE: GRAY COURT TOWN COUNCIL WILL MEET IN WORK SESSION BEGINNING AT 6:00 PM THE REGULAR BUSINESS MEETING WILL BEGIN IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE CONCLUSION OF THE WORK SESSION

1. Call to Order - Mayor Jones

2. Invocation & Pledge – Administrator, Columbus M. Stephens

3. Approval of Minutes:	March 17, 2025
Mayor Pro Tem, Millie Dawkins made a motion to approve the March 17, 2025, Town Council minutes. This motion was seconded by Councilmember Dylan Cook. Mayor and Councilmembers unanimously approved. 
4. Old Business:

5. New Business: 
A. Speaker – Mr. Elledge Willis requesting Downtown Business Assistance
· Mr. Willis is requesting help from The Town of Gray Court to restore downtown Gray Court. He wants to kickstart smart growth by restoring buildings and finding businesses to serve the community. He reported $90,000 in Town bank account that is allocated to Downtown Business Owners to split evenly if Town receives a sewer grant. His proposed idea is to repurpose those funds into downtown building improvements. If the Town can direct money to building improvements he would like to get started ASAP.   

B. Second reading ordinance #25-04-21 
Adoption of PROCEDURES AND RULES FOR BUSINESS LICENSE TAX ASSESMENTS AND APPEALS TOWN OF GRAY COURT, SOUTH CAROLINA
· Councilmember Laura Cook made a motion to adopt Procedures and Rules for Business License Tax Assessments and Appeals Town of Gray Court. Mayor Pro Tem Millie Dawkins seconded the motion. Mayor and Councilmembers unanimously agreed. 





6. Public Comment: 
· Mr. Marty Cook is having signs made in Spanish for No Dumping including mattresses, household furniture, etc. unless it’s the Towns pick up day to put out at Dutchman Properties LLC. 
· Mr. Stoddard brought to Mayor Jones and Councilmembers attention of some properties around the Town of Gray Court that needs grass to be cut and cleaned up. Mayor Jones responded that those issues have been addressed and will send out reminder letters in the upcoming days.

7. Committee Reports:
A. Mayor Stellartean Jones – 
· May 13, 2025, at 11AM Laurens County Library is hosting a ribbon cutting for the Keyosch.   
· Mayor Jones received a quote for Fireworks for the 4th of July of $9600.00.
· Hardware for the banners are in and have been put up. Councilmember Laura Cook will get with other Councilmembers and Mr. Byrd to pick the banners for Summer and have them ordered this week.  
· Mayor Jones wants all debit cards from Councilmembers to be turned in immediately. All future transactions will be handled through The Town’s office. Please contact Doris Hamilton or Keisha Taylor with your request and they will handle ALL transactions accordingly. 
· July 16th – 20th 2025 is the Municipal Association annual meeting. Councilmembers will receive packets in the mail. For new members to Council if you have any questions regarding your packet, you can ask Mayor Jones, Laura Cook, or Millie Dawkins and they will help assist you. Please do not call the Municipal Association and try to make any reservations. Only one person is allowed to call and make reservations for all. 

B. Administrator, Columbus M. Stephens – 
· The Fox Bank Management Team is working towards finalizing the Plats. Also, some paving has been done in the subdivision. Once the permits are issued addressing will begin. We are on target in terms of what the Town of Gray Court has done so far.   
· Administrator, Columbus M. Stephens wants to have a meeting with Mayor Jones and Councilmembers; he advised Councilmembers to think and decide how they want to disperse funds to assist businesses. 
·  Administrator, Columbus M. Stephens thanked Mr. Robert Byrd for meeting with Mr. Jeff Satterfield LEC to look at the area to install the lights. Mr. Satterfield will meet with the Engineer from LEC and send the cost of underground wiring and the projected date to begin the project.
· LCWSC-Mr. Jeff Field has met with his engineer to start doing preliminary work to locate where underground lines need to be placed. Hopefully within the year to move forward.





C. Public Works Maintenance – Supervisor Robert Byrd
· Mr. Byrd presented Mayor Jones with quotes for fencing around the front of the community park and for the playground. He also received a quote for top dressing on the ballfield and from Design South on the infield.  Mr. Allen Wilson came out and inspected the ballfield. 

D. Sheriff – M. Priest, Sergeant
· Sgt Priest reported traffic violations are starting to come down. There were 58 events during the Month of March. Tuesdays have become the busiest days of the week. He also reported there is a group of individuals that are using rental properties for fraudulent rentals to the public. He advised keeping properties under surveillance and visiting those properties more often. Laurens County Sheriff’s Office is collecting information and working to resolve this matter. 

8. Executive Session: Council may go into Executive Session according to (Section 30-4-70) 

Adjournment

Submitted by Keisha Taylor
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