Stellartean Jones, Mayor
Doris Hamilton, Clerk/Treasurer

GRAY COURT TOWN COUNCIL MEETING
September 16, 2024 – 7:00 p.m.
AGENDA


PLEASE NOTE:  GRAY COURT TOWN COUNCIL WILL MEET IN WORK SESSION BEGINNING AT 6:00 P.M. THE REGULAR BUSINESS MEETING WILL BEGIN IMMEDIATELY FOLLWING THE CONCLUSION OF THE WORK SESSION.


Call To Order 
Invocation & Pledge – David Holmes
Approval of Minutes: August 19, 2024
	Mayor Jones made a motion for the approval of August 19, 2024, Town Council meeting minutes.  The motion was second by Councilmember, Millie Dawkins.  Mayor and Councilmembers unanimously agreed.
Old Business:
Recreation Program Implementation
Recreation Program Implementation was presented by Mayor Jones. No action taken.
Banners
Alex of BerBear LLC were presented.  He is going to tone down on some of the coloring of the banners.  Council agreed upon the changes.
New Business:
A. [bookmark: _Hlk124328826][bookmark: _Hlk169073260]Budget Amendment Ordinance – L. Cook made a motion to accept and M. Dawkins second.
B. Resolution to accept resignation of Councilperson Phillip.
Atty. Holmes stated resolution to be discussed and L. Cook asked to speak before roll call.  L. Cook stated that she had no issues with the change, but asked for  better communications and transparency moving forward.  Mayor Jones stated that a discussion will be held in Executive Session.  Atty. Holes called for a Roll Call and the council accepted the resolution.
Public Comments: Citizen asked if council would be interested in investors for small retail spaces.  L. Cook asked for a clarification of requested.  G. Smith advised to contact the Laurens County Chamber of Commerce

Executive Session:  Personnel matter Clerk’s Office – Did not enter Executive Session
Adjournment 


Respectly submitted
Nadine Phillip
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Stellartean Jones, Mayor
Doris Hamilton, Clerk/Treasurer


GRAY COURT TOWN COUNCIL WORK SESSION
September 16, 2024 – 6:00 p.m. 

AGENDA


Discussion of Building Inspections program status – Garry Smith spoke about the transfer of building permits from Laurens County to the town of Gray Court.

· Jason Trotter,  Pro-South Construction and Consulting,  verified website is up to request permits. Website is graycourtinspection.com.  He signed and accepted the Mr. Trotter/Pro-South Construction & Consulting; LLC will get signage out to inform the people that he now represents the Town of Gray Court. service contract for the Town of Gray Court.   Mr. Trotter stated that Laurens Electric will be electricity service provider for the Fox Bank subdivision.  Councilperson Laura Cook asked if Mr. Trotter will handle building permit and code enforcement.  Mr. Trotter confirmed. 
			

Discussion of public information for Referendum in November and setting date for public information meeting(s) – Garry Smith
· Public informational meetings have been scheduled Thursday, October 17th at 5:30 p.m. Also, on Sunday October 20th at 2:30 p.m. Both meetings will be held at the Gray Court Owings school auditorium.
· The Referendum information will be placed on the town’s Website and Facebook page.  Signs provided by LCWSC will also be distributed around town.

	Jeff Field – LCWSC
· Informed a group of Gray Court residents that have volunteered to inform others with information of the benefits that voting “Yes” on the Referendum will add to the town.  Example:  continuous annexation, additional developments and re developments.

Discussion of Recreation Program implementation
· Brian Harland (YMCA) respectfully rescinded its partnership offer to manage the programming at the park.  The YMCA has only received seventeen responses from the survey.  He will continue to reach out to the citizens of Gray Court and council until a better understanding of expectations can be reached.  He stated that Gray Court is the best partner that the YMCA has had due to support and unnecessary duplication. He encouraged to have the most lighting at the park as possible.  Mr. Harland also spoke about the Wellness Program and the possibility of continuing.  Councilperson Laura Cook stated that she hopes the Siver Sneaker can continue.  She regrets that the town is not able to continue with the YMCA in reference to the park at this time.  B. Harland stated that he never closes the door and will continue to explore opportunities.  Councilperson Brian Carter spoke about the 38K to have the YMCA manage the park.  G. Smith stated to continue to get input form citizens regarding the park.  Mayor Jones stated there are games being played at the park without permission.  L. Cook and B. Carter inquired about guidelines and signage at the park.  Mayor Jones stated that council has not come up with guidelines but there is some signage out there.

.
Proposal for playground equipment for Gray Court Park
· The Town of Gray Court was awarded a 40K grant for playground equipment for the Gray Court Park.  Garry Smith stated that he has received three quotes from potential vendors.  Mayor Jones about wood fiber fence around playground.  G. Smith spoke about mulch and padding materials that would be available for safety.  Mayor Jones also inquired about lighting options at the park. Canopies for equipment and fencing of the playground due to an incident that occurred.

Resignation of Councilwoman Phillip
· Attorney Holmes stated that the resignation was effective as of September 10, 2024.  He informed the council that there will be a ten day registration period for candidates from September 27, 2024  until October 7, 2024.  Attorney Holmes also stated that the special election date will be December 10, 2024.

Preliminary Engineering proposal Gray Court Park Disaster Grant Funding request
· Proposal from Summit Engineering Group, Inc. for the repair of storm drainage infrastructure at the Gray Court Community Park.  Not to exceed cost of 5K. Council approved.   Mayor Jones stated that the work needed to be done.  Attorney Holmes remined council about sales tax monies used to create the park.  Therefore, the park needs to be utilized.  L. Cook stated that is why the relationship with the YMCA managing the park is crucial.  She refenced past conversations regarding starting our own park & recreation department.  It has been established that that course of action will take longer and cost a at least three time of the 38K that the YMCA proposed.
Committee Reports

Financial Report & Budget Discussion – G. Smith stated that the town is in good standing, no questions.

YMCA – Brian Harland
Discussed the continuation of the Wellness Program at the Pleasant View School. Mr. Harland stated that the YMCA may not seek to continue after the end of the year at that location.  He did inquire about the flex room at town hall so exercise classes may continue
.
Sheriff  - The town’s Deputy start date of October 1 will be delayed 3-4 weeks.  Itwill take that long for the car to be equipped and resdy.  L. Cook asked about the service hours for thr Deputy.  The hours will be 9:00 – 5:00 and can be adjusted accordingly.  RepresentaTIVE FROM THE Sheriff’s office suggested a gate and additional signage at the park.

Mayor

G. Smith  accepted the nomination from the state for historic preservation.  Awaiting accetance on the federal level.

Mayor Jones inquired about a Budget for events and festival.  G. Smith informed there are monies available.  L. Cook suggested bringing the town together for the tree lighting.

Cherokee Pow Wow on September 28, 2024 from 9:00 – 5:00.

Ms. Barksdale awaiting bids for library kiosk.  Someone from the state will come for ribbon cutting.

Back Country Settlement ribbon cutting on September 26,2024 at 10:00 a.m.. 


Fire Department – nothing

Water – Jeff Field
Public Works – Mr. Byrd suggested special container for picking up debris resulting from new construction. And laser lights for Christmas tree as opposed to string lights. Concerns about buckling sidewalks on N. Main.  Mayor stated that she preferred string lights
M. Daawkins reported that the Crepe Myrtle trees needed to be trimmed.  L. Cook suggested the process of grinding down buckling sidewalks to prevent tripping.
G. Smith – SC DOT to set up technical advisors meeting.
Committee Reports - none
Adjournment

