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GRAY COURT TOWN COUNCIL MEETING
August 18, 2025, 7:00 PM
MINUTES

1. Call to Order - Mayor Stellartean Jones

2. Invocation & Pledge – Attorney David Holmes

3. Approval of Minutes:	July 21, 2025
· Councilmember Brittany Hames made a motion to approve July 21, 2025, Town Council minutes. Mayor Jones and Councilmembers unanimously approved. 

4. [bookmark: _Hlk200465697]Old Business: 

5. New Business: 
A. First reading ordinance #2025-003 
Council to consider adopting Ordinance #2025-003 Amending Business License Ordinance of the Town of Gray Court Rate Schedule Update as required by Act 176 of 2020 
· Councilmember Laura Cook made a motion to consider adopting Ordinance #2025-003 Amending Business License Ordinance of the Town of Gray Court Rate Schedule Update as required by Act 176 of 2020. Councilmember Dylan Cook seconded the motion. Mayor Jones and Councilmembers unanimously agreed. 

B. Council to consider supporting Frederick Dawkins downtown business event
· [bookmark: _Hlk206576353]No motion was made. Mayor Jones and Councilmembers are waiting for a proposal to be sent in by Mr. Dawkins. 

6. Committee Reports:
A. Mayor Stellartean Jones – 
· Sergeant Priests work schedule has changed. He will be rotating between an early week 6AM – 2PM and a later week 10AM – 6PM for the next 3 months. 
· Town Administrator Columbus Stephens has been authorized to sign checks if Mayor Jones is unavailable. 
· Brian Harlan, YMCA received interest in doing evening classes for Silver Sneakers. He asked the Mayor if that would be possible, Mayor Jones approved. He is currently looking for an instructor and will keep her updated. 
· With the issues at the Gray Court Community Park and for safety reasons the restroom doors have been locked. Looking into getting quotes for Portable Toilets to be placed at the park until cameras can be installed.  

B. Council Members – 
· Councilmember Brittany Hames – 
· Spoke about Gray Courts Fire Departments family fun day and Boo in the Park. Boo in the Park will have their first meeting on August 27, 2025. 
· Dylan Cook – 
· No report.
· Mayor Pro Tem, Millie Dawkins –
· Reported 2 potholes near 7160 S. Old Laurens Rd. Gray Court. 
· Councilmember, Laura Cook – 
· Beautification meeting was held on August 5, 2025, with Courtney Stonell, Beautification Affiliate Coordinator for Laurens County. World Cleanup Day is on Saturday, September 20, 2025, Councilmember Laura Cook informed council she will be out of town that day. Councilmember Brittany Hames agreed to step in in her absence. They will get together and discuss plans for The Town of Gray Courts’ involvement. 
· Regarding Keeping Laurens County Beautiful, Councilmember Laura Cook wants to have a discussion for a possible increase in donation.  Town Administrator Columbus Stephens will look over financials and discuss it at the next Council Meeting.
· [bookmark: _Hlk206594937]One quote has been received for lighting of the Towns Christmas Tree. A meeting is scheduled for this week for a 2nd quote. Some local companies have offered to sponsor the lighting of the Towns Christmas Tree that will be at no cost to the town. The company will come in, set it up, light it, and take everything back down. Once she has a few of those quotes, she will bring back and share with Mayor Jones and Councilmembers.  

C. [bookmark: _Hlk198721261]Columbus M. Stephens, Administrator –
· Financials will be discussed at the next Council meeting.
· Currently we have 4 names of Artists for Town of Gray Court murals for outside and inside walls. Quotes will be presented at the next council meeting. 
· EMC Security will be giving a quote for updated cameras and for internet at the Community Park. Will also be contacting PRTC to insure we have fiber optic cables at the park. 
· Regarding road being paved from Hwy 101 into Gray Court Community Park, a meeting has been scheduled to receive a quote.
· LEC will be sending in a proposal to give quotes for 4 lights for additional lighting at the park. 
· Waiting for a call back from school district regarding ownership of the building located at the Community Park. 
· Fox Bank is getting closer to getting Plats to start issuing permits. 

D. Sheriff – M. Priest, Sergeant 
· Sgt Priest reported 75 events during the month of July. Mondays being the busier days of the week. Contact has been made with a builder with Fox Bank about Flock camera systems being installed. 

7. Public Comment: 
A. Councilmember, Laura Cook, discussion of Ethics Filing – Chose not to comment.
B. Nadine Phillip – Fox Bank update – Things are moving along with subdivision. Waiting on Tax Accessors office to generate GIS’ numbers that coordinate with 911 system. Generally, it takes between 10 to 14 days. They should be ready by Monday, August 25, 2025. 

8. Executive Session: Council may go into Executive Session according to (Section 30-4-70) 
· Councilmember Laura Cook made a motion to go into Executive Session. The motion was seconded by Councilmember Dylan Cook. Mayor Jones and Councilmembers unanimously agreed. 

“No actions taken during Executive Session”

· Councilmember Laura Cook made a motion to come out of Executive Session. The motion was seconded by Mayor Pro Tem, Millie Dawkins. Mayor Jones and Councilmembers unanimously agreed. 

Adjournment
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