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GRAY COURT TOWN COUNCIL MEETING
October 20, 2025, 6:00 PM
MINUTES

1. Call to Order - Mayor Stellartean Jones

2. Invocation & Pledge – Columbus M. Stephens, Administrator

3. Approval of Minutes:	September 15, 2025
October 2, 2025, Special Call Meeting
· No motion was made 

4. Invited Guest:
A. Rob Wolfe – South Carolina Municipal Association, Field Representative
· Mr. Wolfe introduced himself and offered his assistance with any help needed. He provided upcoming training dates to Mayor Jones and Councilmembers. December 3rd, 2025, Newly Elected Officials Orientation. January 20th, 2025, Legislative Action Day. January 21st, 2025, Municipal Elected Officials Institute. 
B. Jeff Fields – Laurens County Water & Sewer Commission, Executive Director 
· Updated Mayor Jones and Councilmembers on sewer system for Downtown Gray Court. Lower pressure sewer system is very cost effective and has low maintenance. Mr. Fields has applied for septic tank permit and will be doing soil testing on October 29, 2025. The estimated cost so far is $400,000.00. Mr. Fields is hoping to get that cost down. 

5. Old Business: 
A. Second Reading Council to consider adopting Ordinance #2025-004 To AMEND THE CODE OF ORDINANCES BY REPEALING SECTIONS 36.04 (B), 36.05 (E), AND 36.05 (F), AND ADOPTING A NEW SECTION 36.05 (E) – DETERMINATION OF ELECTION RESULTS USING THE NON – PARTISAN PLURALITY METHOD AND VARIOUS MATTERS RELATED THERETO.
· Councilmember Dylan Cook made a motion to consider adopting Ordinance #2025-004 Ordinance to AMEND THE CODE OF ORDINANCES BY REPEALING SECTIONS 36.04(B), 36.05(E), AND 36.05(F), AND ADOPTING A NEW SECTION 36.05(E)-DETERMINATION OF ELECTION RESULTS USING THE NON-PARTISAN PLURAILITY METHOD AND VARIOUS MATTERS RELATED THERETO. Councilmember Brittany Hames seconded the motion. Mayor Jones, Councilmember Dylan Cook, Councilmember Brittany Hames agreed. Mayor Pro Tem Millie Dawkins voted opposed.

6. New Business:
A. First Reading Council to consider adopting Ordinance # 2025-005 AN ORDINANCE TO ADOPT AN UPDATED FEE SCHEDULE FOR BUILDING PERMITS, ELECTRICAL, PLUMBING, HVAC, AND MATTERS THERETO.
· Councilmember Dylan Cook made a motion to consider adopting Ordinance #2025-005 AN ORDINANCE TO ADOPT AN UPDATED FEE SCHEDULE FOR BUILDING PERMITS, ELECTRICAL, PLUMBING, HVAC, AND MATTERS THERETO. Councilmember Brittany Hames seconded the motion. Mayor Jones and Councilmembers unanimously agreed. 

7. Planning Commission & Zoning Board of Appeals:
· Mayor Jones and Councilmembers unanimously approved all that are listed below. Mr. Stephens asked Mayor and Councilmembers if they knew of anyone else who would like to be on Planning Commission and Zoning Board of Appeals to please send him names and contact information. 
A. Request that Council Reappoint the following to the Planning Commission: 
1. Saroya Lafond-Faviers 
2. Greg Snoad 
3. Phylis Vinson
B. Request that Council Appoint the following to the Planning Commission:
1. Carla Shaw
C. Request that Council Reappoint:
1. Hope Thomas Zoning Board of Appeals
D. Request that Council Appoint the following to Zoning Board of Appeals:
 1. Joseph Lafond Favieres 
2. David King 

8. Financial Report – Columbus M. Stephens, Administrator
· Mr. Stephens discussed the Financial Report for period ending September 30, 2025, with Mayor Jones and Councilmembers. 

9. Committee Reports:
A. Mayor Stellartean Jones – 
· On September 25, 2025, Gray Court received a $300.00 grant from Community Foundation for the John R. Carter Centennial Park. Mr. Stephens has asked for the grant to be used to install a sidewalk. 
· The Towns 2025 Christmas Parade is being finalized. The Grand Marshall will be Ms. Marilyn Ramsey. Santa Clause has been confirmed. We have a committee to coordinate activities as we continue planning.  
· Enviro Care will be installing Christmas lights the Town purchased last year along Main Street. Also includes the removal of the lights after season is over. 
· United Way will be providing Turkey or Ham including a dessert giveaway on November 21, 2025, on Main Street Gray Court from 11am – 12pm.
· The Towns Christmas Tree lighting is set for November 24, 2025, at 5:00 pm on Main Street. 
· Mayor read an email from Council Member Brittany Hames regarding Boo on Main expressing concerns. Shortly after reading the email publicly, Council Member Brittany Hames left the meeting. 


B. Council Members – 
· Dylan Cook – No Report
· Mayor Pro Tem Millie Dawkins – No Report

C. Columbus M. Stephens, Administrator –
· Artist for Mural is submitting a proposal for inside the Courtyard Wall and outside wall of the Town Hall facing the parking lot to depict the history of Downtown. 
· County Transportation Commission approved funds in the amount of $61,468.00 to pave the entrance of the Gray Court Community Park located on Highway 101, excluding the parking lot. 
· Town Administrator has begun the recruiting process for a Maintenance Supervisor.

D. Sheriff – M. Priest, Sergeant – 
· Sgt Priest reported 80 calls for service during the month of September 2025. Tuesday being the busiest day of the week.  

10. Public Comment: 
· David King spoke about beautification in Gray Court regarding the tree and sidewalk on Main Street and his concerns for safety for public. Columbus Stephens, Town Administrator, responded, letting him know DOT is in the process of getting the sidewalk fixed and he has reached out to United Way to help get funding to have tree cut up and removed. Mr. King also spoke about his concerns with vacant lots with overgrown grass. Mayor Jones let Mr. King know we have a code department now and will have them take a look and see what can be done. 

11. Executive Session: Council may go into Executive Session according to (Section 30-4-70) 



Adjournment
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