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GRAY COURT TOWN COUNCIL MEETING
NOVEMBER 17, 2025, 7:00 PM
MINUTES

1. Call to Order - Mayor Stellartean Jones

2. Invocation & Pledge – Attorney David Holmes

3. Approval of Minutes:    September 15, 2025
October 2, 2025
October 20, 2025
· Mayor Jones asked were there any corrections to the Minutes of for September and October. Hearing no corrections, the minutes are approved accordingly.

4. Invited Guest:

5. Old Business: 
A. Second Reading Council to consider adopting Ordinance # 2025-005 AN ORDINANCE TO ADOPT AN UPDATED FEE SCHEDULE FOR BUILDING PERMITS, ELECTRICAL, PLUMBING, HVAC, AND MATTERS THERETO.
· No Motion was made. 

6. New Business:
A. Request that Council accept the resignation letter of Council Member Brittany Hames effective October 23, 2025, and call for a special election to fill the seat.
· No motion was made. However, Town Attorney Holmes stated the Town has no choice than to move forward with a Special Election for the Council Vacant Seat due to time constraints.
B. Request that Council approve the 2026 Town Council Meeting Schedule.
· [bookmark: _Hlk214355926]Mayor Pro Tem Millie Dawkins made a motion to approve the 2026 Town Council Meeting Schedule. Councilmember Laura Cook seconded the motion. Mayor Jones and Councilmembers unanimously agreed. 
C. Request that Council approve the 2026 Town of Gray Court Municipal Court Dates Schedule.
· Mayor Pro Tem Millie Dawkins made a motion to approve the 2026 Town of Gray Court Municipal Court Dates Schedule. Councilmember Laura Cook seconded the motion. Mayor Jones and Councilmembers unanimously agreed.


D. First Reading of Ordinance #2025-006 AN ORDINANCE TO CREATE A SPECIAL TAX ASSESSMENT FOR ELIGIBLE REHABILITATION HISTORIC PROPERTIES, AND MATTER RELATED THERETO
· Councilmember Laura Cook made a motion to consider adopting Ordinance #2025-006 AN ORDINANCE TO CREATE A SPECIAL TAX ASSESSMENT FOR ELIGIBLE REHABILITATION HISTORIC PROPERTIES, AND MATTER RELATED THERETO. Mayor Pro Tem Millie Dawkins seconded the motion. Mayor Jones and Councilmembers unanimously agreed. 
E. [bookmark: _Hlk214356223]Request that Council accept Laurens County Transportation Committee (CTC) approval in the amount of $61,458.00 identified as paving of the roadway leading to Gray Court Community Park. Also, authorize the Administrator to begin soliciting bids for this project to comply with the requirements set forth in S.C. Code of Laws, Section 12-28-2740 (Supp. 1996), and the SC Consolidated Procurement code regarding construction specifications and procurement procedures.
· Councilmember Laura Cook made a motion to accept Laurens County Transportation Committee (CTC) approval in the amount of $61,458.00 identified as paving of the roadway leading to Gray Court Community Park. Mayor Pro Tem Millie Dawkins seconded the motion. Mayor Jones and Councilmembers unanimously agreed.

7. Financial Report – Columbus M. Stephens, Administrator
· Mr. Stephens discussed the Financial Report for period ending October 31, 2025, with Mayor Jones and Councilmembers. Overall Summary: At 2025, the Town’s General Fund checking and savings accounts were $1,778,574; 25% of the 2024 operating expenditures budget is $224,750. The Town currently maintains the 25% minimum with excess $1,553,824. Currently the Town has approximately 2 years of operating cash flow in the General Fund checking and savings account.

8. Committee Reports:
A. Mayor Stellartean Jones – 
· Christmas parade details are being finalized. Invitation was extended to Gray Court Owings School to get the football players, cheerleaders, Kings, and Queens to participate and accepted. 
· Burdette’s Hardware Store is scheduled to open soon with ribbon cutting. 

B. Council Members – 
· Mayor Pro Tem Millie Dawkins resigned her position as Mayor Pro Tem effective November 17, 2025. 
· Councilmember Laura Cook updated Mayor Jones and Councilmembers about the Tree Lighting Ceremony on November 24, 2025. Mayor Jones agreed to speak at the Tree Lighting Ceremony. 




C. Columbus M. Stephens, Administrator –
· SCDOT has paved the sidewalk on Main Street, and it is now safe for walkers. The fallen tree is on private property and is the responsibility of homeowner to have removed. 
· We are currently seeking to hire a Maintenance Supervisor. If unable to find and select a candidate another option will be explored to provide the services needed.

D. Sheriff – M. Priest, Sergeant – 
· Sgt Priest reported 63 calls for service during the month of October 2025. Fridays being the busiest days of the week.  


9. Public Comment: 

10. Executive Session: Council may go into Executive Session according to (Section 30-4-70) 



Adjournment
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