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GRAY COURT TOWN COUNCIL MEETING
January 28, 2026
Minutes

PLEASE NOTE: GRAY COURT TOWN COUNCIL WILL MEET IN WORK SESSION BEGINNING AT 5:30 PM THE REGULAR BUSINESS MEETING WILL BEGIN IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE CONCLUSION OF THE WORK SESSION


1. Call to Order - Mayor Stellartean Jones

2. Invocation & Pledge – Attorney David Holmes

3. Approval of Minutes:   December 1, 2025
· Robert’s Rule of Order per Attorney Holmes –
Under Robert’s Rules of Order, minutes are approved by unanimous consent rather than a formal vote. The chair asks for corrections, and if none are offered, declares them approved. If changes are needed, a member moves to amend which is then debated and voted on. 

4. Old Business: 
A. Adoption of 2026 Calendar for Council Meetings
· Mayor Pro Tem Laura Cook made a motion to adopt the 2026 Calendar for Council Meetings. Council Member Millie Dawkins seconded the motion. Mayor Jones and Councilmembers unanimously agreed.  

5. New Business:
A. Appointment to Board and Commissions – Motion to appoint Connie Shaw Williams to the Planning Commission.
· Ms. Connie Shaw Williams respectfully withdrew her name from being appointed to the Planning Commission. 



6. Committee Reports:
A. Mayor Stellartean Jones –
· Retreat for January 31, 2026, has been cancelled due to inclement weather forecast. Mayor jones provided the dates of February 7, 21, & 28 for the Council to decide on a date at the end of the meeting. 
· Councilmembers Statement of Economic Interest are due by March 30, 2026, if not received by that date they will be fined. 
· Laurens Chamber of Commerce Annual Dinner and Awards are set for February 5, 2026, at 5:30 pm. Mayor Jones has a table for 8 reserved. 
· Election was officially certified on January 22, 2026, at 11:30am. Voter registration didn’t have any information on Mr. Charles Thomas since he was a write in. Judge Johnson was contacted on January 22, 2026, for his availability to do Mr. Thomas swearing in. Mayor Jones let Mr. Thomas know she will speak to him after meeting to discuss a date for his swearing in. Mr. Thomas was also asked to please contact Ms. Doris Hamilton with his information.

B. Council Members – 
· Millie Dawkins – Asked Mayor if the dayroom was still available to rent; Mayor Jones let councilmember Mille Dawkins know the dayroom is no longer available for rent. 
· Laura Cook – No report 

C. Columbus M. Stephens, Administrator –
· Within the next 30 to 60 days, we will be bidding out the project to do the paving coming off Hwy 101 for the Gray Court Community Park. County Transportation Commission is going to appropriate the $61000.00. 
· Centennial Park bridge needs repairs. LEC is willing to donate $1000.00 for repairs. Maintenance supervisor Mr. Brown is working on getting quotes to have it fixed or replaced.  
· Planning Commission is meeting next week on Wednesday, February 4, 2026, at 5:30 all information has been sent out to the committees. 
· Mr. Stephens discussed the Financial Report for period ending December 31, 2025, with Mayor Jones and Councilmembers. 


D. Howard Anthony Brown – Maintenance Supervisor Updates
· Mr. Brown, Maintenance Supervisor, updated Mayor and Council Members about the work he and his crew have been doing around the Town of Gray Court. Mr. Brown has also had equipment serviced and has installed flashing lights on all mowers to keep them safe while mowing. 






E. Sheriff – M. Priest, Sergeant – 
· Sgt Priest reported 56 calls for service during the month of December 2025. Mondays being the busiest days of the week. He also let Mayor Jones and Council know about Project Life Savor. Project Lifesaver is a rapid response program designed to locate individuals who are at risk of wandering. Participants wear a bracelet that contains a battery-operated transmitter with a unique frequency. If the individual wanders away from home, Laurens County Dispatch is contacted, and the Laurens County Sheriff's Office staff respond with tracking equipment to locate the person quickly.

7. Public Comment: 

8. Executive Session: Council may go into Executive Session according to (Section 30-4-70) - Council to go into Executive Session to discuss Town Attorney. 
· Mayor Pro Tem Laura Cook made a motion to go into Executive Session. Council Member Millie Dawkins seconded the motion. Mayor Jones and Councilmembers unanimously agreed.

No Votes Taken

· Mayor Pro Tem Laura Cook made a motion to come out of Executive Session. Council Member Millie Dawkins seconded the motion. Mayor Jones and Councilmembers unanimously agreed.

Adjournment
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