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GRAY COURT TOWN COUNCIL MEETING
March 16, 2026
Minutes

PLEASE NOTE: GRAY COURT TOWN COUNCIL WILL MEET IN WORK SESSION BEGINNING AT 6:00 PM THE REGULAR BUSINESS MEETING WILL BEGIN IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE CONCLUSION OF THE WORK SESSION

1. Call to Order - Mayor Stellartean Jones

2. Invocation & Pledge – Columbus M. Stephens, Administrator

3. Approval of Minutes:   February 16, 2026
· Councilman Dylan Cook made a motion to approve February 16, 2026, Town Council minutes. This motion was seconded by Councilman Charles Thomas. Mayor and Council members unanimously approved. 

4. Guests:
A. Suzanne H. Dantin, Esq. Mark III Properties, LLC –
· Annexation of 0.55 acres was presented to Mayor and Council, with an explanation of why Foxbank is requesting the property be annexed. The area will serve as a common green space, where three magnolia trees have been planted, along with sod installation and the addition of a sidewalk.
B. Greg Snoad Planning Commission Chairman Recommendation – 
· Updated Mayor and Council that the planning Commission recommended accepting the Ordinance to Rezone 51 Owings Street TMS# 904-05-01-054 from R1 Low-Density Single Family to R3 High-Density Multi-Family to Construct three (3) duplexes.

5. Public Hearing – No Comment

6. Added By Mayor Jones- Jason Tavenner, Pathwise –
· Jason Tavenner with Pathwise spoke to the Mayor and Council regarding proclaiming the month of March as Disabilities Awareness Month. He noted that the organization’s name has changed to Pathways. The Mayor presented him with a proclamation.






7. Old Business:
A. Second Reading Ordinance No. 2026-001 – An Ordinance to provide Annexation of approximately .55 acres in FoxBank Subdivision TMS# 190-00-00-077 – 
· Mayor Pro Tem Laura Cook made a motion to accept the Ordinance to provide Annexation of approximately .55 acres in FoxBank Subdivision TMS# 190-00-00-077. Councilman Dylan Cook seconded the motion. Mayor Jones and council members unanimously agreed.

B. First Reading Regarding Ordinance No. 2026-002 – An Ordinance to Rezone 51 Owings Street TMS# 904-05-01-054 from R1 Low-Density Single Family to R3 High-Density Multi-Family to Construct three (3) duplexes – 
· Councilman Dylan Cook made a motion to accept the Ordinance to Rezone 51 Owings Street TMS# 904-05-01-054 from R1 Low-Density Single Family to R3 High-Density Multi-Family to Construct three (3) duplexes. Councilman Charles Thomas seconded the motion. Mayor Jones and council members unanimously agreed. 

C. Second Reading Regarding Ordinance No. 2026-003 – An Ordinance to amend previous Flood Damage Prevention Ordinance dated 08-20-2012 – 
· Mayor Pro Tem Laura Cook made a motion to accept the Ordinance to amend previous Flood Damage Prevention Ordinance dated 08-20-2012. Councilwoman Millie Dawkins seconded the motion. Mayor Jones and council members unanimously agreed.

8. New Business:
A. Council to consider entering into an interim agreement with Attorney G. P. Callison, Jr. for Professional Services to the Town of Gray Court –
· Councilman Dylan Cook made a motion to accept entering into an interim agreement with Attorney G. P. Callison, Jr. for Professional Services to the Town of Gray Court. Mayor Pro Tem Laura Cook seconded the motion. Mayor Jones and council members unanimously agreed.

9. Council Reports:
A. Mayor Jones – 
· Discussed with council members the invitation she received from the Juneteenth Committee to participate in a parade on Saturday June 13, 2026, at 5:00 pm on the square in Laurens. If any council member would like to participate in the parade to let the office know by April 13, 2026. 
· GFL prices will increase 3% in April. Maylor Jones and Mr. Stephens have a meeting planned to meet the new GFL manager in the upcoming weeks to discuss contract.
· Water fountain in Centennial Park will be repaired this week with a new pump.  
· Easter Committee has a meeting scheduled for March 24, 2026, at 5:30. 
· Mayor asked Council if they know of any artists to paint murals to contact the office with a name and phone number. 
· The Mayor and Mr. Stephens met with Dr. Logan and Ms. Sara Sears, Assistant Vice President of Strategic Planning for Self-Regional, to discuss bringing mobile healthcare services to the Town of Gray Court. Proposed services include a Health Express community screening van to visit monthly and a mobile mammogram unit to be available quarterly in the parking lot. Ms. Sears followed up via email this afternoon and provided her contact information to begin coordinating these services.





B. Council Members – 
· Thomas Charles – No Report
· Dylan Cook – No Report
· Millie Dawkins – No Report
· Laura Cook – No Report

10. Department Reports:
A. Columbus M. Stephens, Administrator –
· Mr. Stephens discussed the Financial Report for period ending February 28, 2026, with Mayor Jones and Councilmembers. 

B. Howard Anthony Brown – Maintenance Supervisor Updates
· Mr. Brown, Maintenance Supervisor, updated Mayor and Council Members of the work the Maintenance crew has been doing around the Town. They have picked up over 200 bags of trash in the past two months. Heat and air have been installed in the building on Spring Street. Safety lights for the work truck have been approved and will be installed this week. With the warmer weather they have started cutting grass and weed eating. 

C. Keisha Taylor – Main Street South Carolina
· Ms. Taylor updated Mayor and Councilmembers about her class with Main Street South Carolina on February 18, 2026. Ms. Taylor and Mayor Jones have a meeting with Jonathan Irick, Staff Associate for Main Street SC this Thursday to discuss more about Main Street SC and about what the Town of Gray Court is working on. 

D. Sheriff – Stg. M. Priest 
· Sgt Priest reported 39 calls for service during the month of February 2026. Mondays being the busiest days of the week. 

11. Public Comment: 
· Concerned resident spoke regarding paving issues on Highway 101 and Highway 14 at the red light in Gray Court, noting that the roads are in need of attention. Mr. Stephens stated he will follow up with the Department of Transportation.

12. Executive Session: Council may go into Executive Session according to (Section 30-4-70) – 

13. Non-Agenda Item: Planning Commission Agenda March 12, 2026

14. Adjournment
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