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GRAY COURT TOWN COUNCIL MEETING
April 20, 2026
Minutes

PLEASE NOTE: GRAY COURT TOWN COUNCIL WILL MEET IN WORK SESSION BEGINNING AT 6:00 PM THE REGULAR BUSINESS MEETING WILL BEGIN IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE CONCLUSION OF THE WORK SESSION

1. Call to Order - Mayor Stellartean Jones

2. Invocation & Pledge – Mayor Pro Tem, Laura Cook

3. Approval of Minutes:   March 16, 2026
· Councilman Charles Thomas made a motion to approve March 16, 2026, Town Council minutes. This motion was seconded by Councilwoman Millie Dawkins. Mayor and Council members unanimously approved. 

4. Guests:
A. Derrek Terry - Representative Phillips CPAs Advisors
· Presented Mayor Jones and Council with a packet from the state audit.  Reviewed the contents of the packet and provided a detailed explanation of the information included.
B. Adam Schrimmer – Blank Canvas Mural Company
· Wasn’t available to attend. 

5. Public Hearing – Rezoning the property located at 51 Owings Street (TMS# 904-05-01-054) from R1-Low Density Single Family to R3-High Density Multi-Family to construct three (3) Duplexes. 
· During the hearing, citizens expressed concerns about the potential impact of increased density on local infrastructure and services. Specific concerns included the capacity of sewer systems, road conditions, school crowding, and the ability of emergency medical services (EMS) to accommodate additional residents. Citizens also emphasized a desire to maintain Gray Court’s small-town character while encouraging responsible and sustainable growth. Additionally, concerns were raised regarding traffic flow along Highway 14, with residents noting that increased development could further strain an already congested roadway. One spoke in favor of the rezoning request, highlighting the potential benefits of duplex development, such as increased housing availability and more efficient land use.





6. Old Business:
A. Second Reading Regarding Ordinance No. 2026-002 – An Ordinance to Rezone 51 Owings Street TMS# 904-05-01-054 from R1 Low-Density Single Family to R3 High-Density Multi-Family to Construct three (3) duplexes. 
Note: The Planning Commission recommends that Council approve the request to rezone the property. 
· A motion to proceed with a vote on the ordinance was made by Mayor Pro Tem Laura Cook and seconded by Councilman Charles Thomas. Upon vote, the motion failed, with one (1) vote in favor and three (3) votes opposed.

7. New Business:
A. Council to consider entering into an INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT FOR THE VICTIM ADVOCATE AND WITNESS SERVICES PROGRAM FY 25-26 & FY 26-27 between the Laurens County Sheriffs Office and The Town of Gray Court. 
· Mayor Pro Tem, Laura Cook made a motion to consider entering into an INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT FOR THE VICTIM ADVOCATE AND WITNESS SERVICES PROGRAM FY 25-26 & FY 26-27 between the Laurens County Sheriff’s Office and The Town of Gray Court. Councilman Charles Thomas seconded the motion. Mayor Jones and Councilmembers unanimously agreed. 
B. First Reading Regarding Ordinance #2026-04 – An Ordinance to amend the code of ordinances of the Town of Gray Court, section 30.30, to eliminate the requirement that regular meetings are to be held at 7:00 PM, and other matters related thereto. 
· Councilman Charles Thomas made a motion to accept Ordinance #2026-04 – An Ordinance to amend the code of ordinances of the Town of Gray Court, section 30.30, to eliminate the requirement that regular meetings are to be held at 7:00 PM, and other matters related thereto. Councilwoman Millie Dawkins seconded the motion. Mayr Jones and Councilmembers unanimously agreed. 

8. Council Reports:
A. Mayor Jones – 
· The Mobile Mammography Bus was on-site in the parking lot on April 16 from 8:00 a.m. to 1:15 p.m. There was one scheduled appointment that did not show, and no walk-ins were recorded. The mobile unit provides 3D mammogram screenings with same-day results. Individuals over 40 years of age do not require a referral, and walk-ins are welcome. The Mobile Mammography Bus is scheduled to return on May 27 and June 26. An update was also provided on the Community Express screening program, which is still in progress. The program will offer referrals and may assist with transportation; however, no dates have been scheduled at this time.
· Council was informed that Pioneer Day will be held on May 2, and Ms. Culbertson encouraged Council members to attend.
· Additionally, the Mayor reported meeting with Greenville Habitat for Humanity last month to discuss the potential development of homes on five (5) acres near the community park.
· Council was informed that the Association’s Annual Meeting will be held July 15–19, 2026, in Greenville. An information booklet will be distributed next month. Members were reminded to complete the required information sheet and return it to the office as soon as possible. The office will coordinate registration and submit entries for the lottery on behalf of attendees.
· Ribbon Cutting for the Court House in Laurens will be May 15, 2026, at 4:00pm. Invitations were sent out to each email. Please scan QR code to RSVP. 


B. Council Members – 
· Mayor Pro Tem Laura Cook – No Comment
· Councilwoman Millie Dawkins – Millie Dawkins expressed concerns regarding road conditions, specifically noting potholes on South Main Street, as well as three (3) potholes located along Ropp Street and Cook Street.
· Councilman Charles Thomas - Charles Thomas reported that he had spoken with Scott Foster of the South Carolina Department of Transportation (SCDOT) regarding conditions on Highway 14. He stated that Gray Court is on the list for future roadway improvements, including paving and intersection upgrades.

9. Department Reports:
A. Columbus M. Stephens, Administrator –
· The Mayor and Council was informed that a public hearing will be held on June 2 at 6:00 p.m. at Gray Court School regarding Highway 14 and Highway 101. The purpose of the meeting is to discuss proposed changes to traffic patterns and the potential redirection of traffic. Additionally, the Mayor and Council received an update on the town’s financial statements.
B. Howard Anthony Brown – Maintenance Supervisor Updates
· Mr. Brown provided an update to the Mayor and Council regarding roadside trash pickup efforts from March to the present. He also reported on ongoing grass-cutting activities and stated that the town is currently seeking to hire an additional maintenance worker.
C. Sheriff – Sgt. M. Priest 
· Sgt Priest reported 85 calls for service during the month of March 2026. Tuesdays being the busiest days of the week. 

10. Public Comment: 

11. Executive Session:  Council may go into Executive Session pursuant to 30-4-70(a)(2) of the SC Code of Laws, 1976, as amended, to discuss contractual matters and receive legal advice. Council will go into executive session to discuss contractual matters and receive legal advice concerning the agreement with GFL Environmental for solid waste management services. Council may take action on matters discussed in the Executive Session.

· Mayor Pro Tem Laura Cook made a motion to go into Executive Session. Councilwoman Millie Dawkins seconded the motion. Mayor Jones and Councilmembers unanimously agreed.  

“No Votes taken”

· Mayor Pro Tem Laura Cook made a motion to come out of Executive Session. Councilwoman Millie Dawkins seconded the motion. Mayor Jones and Councilmembers unanimously agreed.  


12. Adjournment
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