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GRAY COURT TOWN COUNCIL MEETING
May 18, 2026
Minutes

PLEASE NOTE: GRAY COURT TOWN COUNCIL WILL MEET IN WORK SESSION BEGINNING AT 6:00 PM THE REGULAR BUSINESS MEETING WILL BEGIN IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE CONCLUSION OF THE WORK SESSION


1. Call to Order - Mayor Stellartean Jones

2. Invocation & Pledge – Councilman, Charles Thomas 

3. Approval of Minutes:   April 20, 2026
· Councilman Dylan Cook made a motion to approve April 20, 2026, Town Council minutes. This motion was seconded by Councilman Charles Thomas. Mayor and Council members unanimously approved. 

4. Invited Guests:
A. Jalen Johnson – Flock System Presentation
· Jalen Johnson with the Flock Safety system gave a presentation to the Mayor and Council explaining the benefits of implementing a Flock system in the Town of Gray Court, including its capabilities for tracking vehicles in situations involving missing children and other public safety concerns.
B. Adam Schrimmer – Canvas Mural Presentation
· Adam Schrimmer with Blank Canvas Mural Co. presented to the Mayor and Council regarding his artwork and explained that he likes to gain a strong understanding of the town through input from staff and the community so he can incorporate the character of the Town of Gray Court into his work. He also stated that he enjoys involving the community and local children in the painting process and related activities. 
C. Jeff Fields – Executive Director Laurens County Water & Sewer Commission – Updates
· Jeff Fields with LCWSC updated the Mayor and Council regarding the downtown Gray Court sewer project, including the low-pressure grinder pump station and community septic system. He stated that the design is 99% complete and that he has a meeting scheduled for Thursday to finalize the plans. He also stated that he hopes to have the necessary permits in hand by the end of July.





5. Attorney Callison – Legal Advice – Public hearings that impact the community and the recording of council votes.
· Attorney Callison spoke with Mayor Jones and Council regarding public hearings and public comments. He explained that public hearings are open to non-citizens, while public comments during Council meetings are limited to citizens of the Town of Gray Court who are present. He also spoke with Mayor Jones and Council members regarding the recording of Council votes. Votes will be taken by roll call.

6. Old Business:
A. Adoption of second Reading Ordinance #2026-04 – An Ordinance to amend the code of ordinances of the Town of Gray Court, section 30.30, to eliminate the requirement that regular meetings are to be held at 7:00 PM, and other matters related thereto.
· Mayor Pro Tem Laura Cook made a motion to adopt Ordinance #2026-04, an ordinance to amend the Code of Ordinances of the Town of Gray Court, Section 30.30, to eliminate the requirement that regular meetings be held at 7:00 PM, and other matters related thereto. Councilman Dylan Cook seconded the motion. Voting took place by roll call. Mayor Jones voted yes, Mayor Pro Tem Cook voted yes, Councilman Dylan Cook voted yes, and Councilman Charles Thomas voted yes.

7. New Business:
A. Request that council authorize the Administrator to issue a Notice to Proceed to Bird Corporation of Inman South Carolina regarding the paving of the Gray Court Community Park entrance from Highway 101 up to the parking lot at a cost not exceed $64,958.00.
· Councilman Dylan Cook made a motion to accept the request that council authorize the Administrator to issue a Notice to Proceed to Bird Corporation of Inman South Carolina regarding the paving of the Gray Court Community Park entrance from Highway 101 up to the parking lot at a cost not exceed $64,958.00. Councilman Charles Thomas seconded the motion. Voting took place by roll call. Mayor Jones voted yes, Mayor Pro Tem Cook voted yes, Councilman Dylan Cook voted yes, and Councilman Charles Thomas voted yes.
B. Request that Council authorize the Administrator to negotiate with Bird Corporation of Inman South Carolina regarding paving the Gray Court Community Parking Lot at a cost not to exceed $45,000.00 to be paid from FY2025/2026 Budget ending June 30, 2026.
· Mayor Pro Tem Laura cook made a motion to accept the request that Council authorize the Administrator to negotiate with Bird Corporation of Inman South Carolina regarding paving the Gray Court Community Parking Lot at a cost not to exceed $45,000.00 to be paid from FY2025/2026 Budget ending June 30, 2026. Councilman Dylan Cook seconded the motion. Voting took place by roll call. Mayor Jones voted yes, Mayor Pro Tem Cook voted yes, Councilman Dylan Cook voted yes, and Councilman Charles Thomas voted yes.



C. Request First Reading of Ordinance #2026-05 – An Ordinance to adopt the Annual Budget for the operation of the Town of Gray Court, South Carolina and Capital Improvements for Fiscal year 2026-2027 according to the terms and provisions contained therein and repealing any previous ordinance in conflict therewith. 
· Councilman Charles Thomas made a motion to adopt Ordinance #2026-05 – An Ordinance to adopt the Annual Budget for the operation of the Town of Gray Court, South Carolina and Capital Improvements for Fiscal year 2026-2027 according to the terms and provisions contained therein and repealing any previous ordinance in conflict therewith. Councilman Dylan Cook seconded the motion. Voting took place by roll call. Mayor Jones voted yes, Mayor Pro Tem Cook voted yes, Councilman Dylan Cook voted yes, and Councilman Charles Thomas voted yes.
D. Request that Council revisits the Gray Court Community Park 2025 Rental Fees and discuss the usage of the concession stand and grilling to generate additional revenues to offset cost of maintenance. 
· No motion was made. Mayor Jones suggested holding a workshop for further discussion and stated that dates would be sent out to council members.

8. Council Reports:
A. Mayor Jones – 
· Mayor Jones stated that he reached out to the owner of the Old Post Office building regarding the possibility of leasing the building to the Town of Gray Court.
· Mayor Jones asked Council members for ideas and suggestions regarding Mayor Carter Centennial Park.
· Mayor Jones reported that the Town received a bid for the removal of the bridge located at Centennial Park and the construction of a new bridge.
· Renovations are going to start soon on the bathrooms at Town Hall, for the installation of new sinks and countertops.
· The Mayor printed Annual Meeting information sheets and requested that Council members complete and return them no later than the first week of June. Mayor Pro Tem Laura Cook will make dinner reservations for one evening.
· Employee Appreciation Day will be held in June or July. The Mayor expressed that Council members are encouraged to attend and stated that a specific date will be announced once it is selected.
B. Council Members – 
· Councilmen Thomas Charles – No Report
· Councilmen Dylan Cook – No Report
· Mayor Pro Tem Laura Cook – No Report








9. Department Reports:
A. Columbus M. Stephens, Administrator –
· Mr. Stephens discussed the Financial Report for period ending April 30, 2026, with Mayor Jones and Councilmembers. 
B. Howard Anthony Brown – Maintenance Supervisor Updates
· Mr. Brown provided an update to the Mayor and Council regarding roadside trash pickup efforts from April to the present. He reported ongoing grass-cutting activities and a raise of concern of larger piles of leaves and brush. 
C. Sheriff – Sgt. M. Priest 
· Sgt. Priest reported 88 calls for service during the month of April 2026. Sundays and Thursdays being the busiest days of the week. 

10. Public Comment: No comments made. 

11. Executive Session:  Council may go into Executive Session pursuant to 30-4-70(a)(2) of the SC Code of Laws, 1976, as amended, to discuss contractual matters and receive legal advice. 

12. Adjournment


In compliance with the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) the agenda was posted on the door of Administration Building and the Town of Gray Courts Facebook page on May 15, 2026.
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