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GRAY COURT TOWN COUNCIL MEETING
June 15, 2026
Minutes


1. Call to Order - Mayor Stellartean Jones

2. Invocation & Pledge – Councilwoman Millie Dawkins 

3. Approval of Minutes:   May 18, 2026
· Councilman Charles Thomas made a motion to approve May 18, 2026, Town Council minutes. This motion was seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Laura Cook. A roll-call vote was conducted with the following results:
· Mayor Jones – Yes 
· Mayor Pro Tem Laura Cook – Yes 
· Councilman Charles Thomas – Yes 
· Councilwoman Millie Dawkins – Yes 
The motion carried unanimously.

4. Invited Guests:
A. Latonya Phillips – President & CEO Habitat for Humanity of Greenville
John Lattimore – Chief Programs Officer
· Latonya Phillips, President and CEO of Habitat for Humanity of Greenville, and John Lattimore, Chief Programs Officer, addressed the Mayor and Town Council regarding the benefits of Habitat for Humanity homes and the positive impact they can have on the Town of Gray Court. They reported that Habitat currently has five lots available for development. Mr. Lattimore also provided an overview of the homeownership process, including the timeline for purchasing a Habitat home and the requirements involved for prospective homeowners. (See Attachment) 
B. Brian Harlan, CEO – Lakelands Region YMCA of South Carolina
· Brian Harlan, CEO of the Lakelands Region YMCA, spoke with the Mayor and Town Council about the potential for bringing YMCA services to Gray Court. The discussion focused on opportunities for the Lakelands Region YMCA to partner with the community to enhance quality of life and provide programs and services that would benefit residents throughout the Gray Court area. Town officials expressed a willingness to explore partnership opportunities and evaluate ways the YMCA could serve the needs of the community. 
(See Attachment) 
5. Old Business:

6. New Business:
A. Request First Reading of Ordinance number 2026-06 Amending Section 30.34 of the Town of Gray Court Code of Ordinances to Delete the Requirement of a Roll Call Vote on every question before Council.
· Councilman Charles Thomas made a motion to accept the request for Ordinance number 2026-06 Amending Section 30.34 of the Town of Gray Court Code of Ordinances to Delete the Requirement of a Roll Call Vote on every question before Council. Mayor Pro Tem Laura Cook seconded the motion. A roll-call vote was conducted with the following results:
· Mayor Jones – Yes 
· Mayor Pro Tem Laura Cook – Yes 
· Councilman Charles Thomas – Yes 
· Councilwoman Millie Dawkins – Yes 
The motion carried unanimously.

7. Council Reports:
A. Mayor Jones – 
· Mayor Jones discussed several upcoming events and ongoing initiatives with the Town Council. She informed Council of the Town Clean-Up Day that is scheduled for June 27 and announced that the Fourth of July Fireworks Celebration will be held on July 4 at 9:00 p.m. at the Gray Court Community Park. The fireworks display will last approximately 30 minutes, rather than the previous 45-minute duration. Mayor Jones also reported that 250th anniversary banners have been installed along Main Street. Mayor Jones and Mr. Stephens recently met with representatives from Laurens County Sanitation and the county’s building code enforcement office to discuss community needs. During the discussion, Mayor Jones noted the Town’s need for a dedicated code enforcement officer. Additionally, Mayor Jones informed Council that the Employee Appreciation Luncheon will be held on July 24 at 12:00 p.m. and encouraged all Council members to attend. She further reported that the Town has received one bid for improvements at Mayor Carter Park and may choose to rebid the project to encourage additional participation.
B. Council Members – 
· Mayor Pro Tem Laura Cook – Mayor Pro Tem Laura Cook spoke with Mayor Jones and the Town Council regarding beautification projects for the Mayor Carter Centennial Park and the Gray Court Community Park. For the Mayor Carter Centennial Park, she suggested utilizing the bricks currently stored beneath the water tank in addition to concrete improvements and recommended replacing the existing concrete picnic tables with benches. For the Community Park, she proposed enhancing the entrance area by planting flowers around the park sign and noted that the sign itself is in need of repairs or improvements. Additional landscaping ideas included installing plants on both sides of the driveway entrance. She also recommended that the Town solicit bids for the proposed work and provided Mayor Jones and Council with a rough draft outlining her beautification ideas and recommendations.
· Councilmen Thomas Charles – No Report
· Councilwoman Millie Dawkins - Millie Dawkins expressed concerns regarding road conditions, specifically noting potholes off Hwy 92 on Jerry Hughes Drive.


8. Department Reports:
A. Columbus M. Stephens, Administrator –
· Mr. Stephens informed Mayor Jones and the Town Council that a Special Called Meeting is proposed for June 29 to discuss the FY 2026–2027 Budget. He asked Council members to confirm whether the proposed date would work with their schedules. Mr. Stephens also reported that once a paving date has been confirmed for the park, the Town will notify the community that the park will be closed for approximately one week while paving work is completed. Additionally, he stated that he is working on a plan to reroute tractor-trailers whose current routes are causing damage to local roads and creating public safety concerns. Mr. Stephens concluded his report by reviewing and discussing budget matters with Mayor Jones and the Town Council.

B. Howard Anthony Brown – Maintenance Supervisor Updates
· Mr. Brown provided an update to the Mayor and Council regarding roadside trash pickup efforts from May to the present. He reported that the Town has hired a new full-time employee to assist with public works, operations and maintenance activities. Mr. Brown also informed Council that the Town recently purchased a new golf cart to support departmental operations. In addition, he stated that staff are exploring the purchase of a new riding lawn mower and a 6' x 10' utility trailer later in the summer to enhance equipment capabilities and improve efficiency in maintaining Town property and public spaces.

C. Sheriff – Sgt. M. Priest 
· Sgt. Priest reported 20 calls for service during the month of May 2026. Fridays being the busiest days of the week. 

9. Public Comment: 
· During public comment, one citizen expressed concerns about proposed improvements to the Pocket Park and offered to donate plants if the Town would consider alternatives to extensive concrete work. The citizen also offered to volunteer and work with the Town on beautification efforts. Another citizen reminded Mayor Jones and the Town Council that the donation of the land for the community park included specific stipulations requiring her approval before certain changes or improvements are made to the property. She requested that proposed projects be reviewed with her in accordance with the terms outlined in the agreement. The citizen further stated that she would like the park to remain as natural as possible while preserving its existing character and appearance.









10. Executive Session:  Council may go into Executive Session pursuant to 30-4-70(a)(2) of the SC Code of Laws, 1976, as amended, to receive legal advice regarding cutting grass on private property, Elected Officials Compensation and Personal Matter regarding Administrator. Council may act on matters discussed in Executive session.

Mayor Pro Tem Laura Cook made a motion to go into Executive Session. Councilwoman Millie Dawkins seconded the motion. Mayor Jones and Councilmembers unanimously agreed.

“No Votes taken”

Mayor Pro Tem Laura Cook made a motion to come out of Executive Session. Councilwoman Millie Dawkins seconded the motion. Mayor Jones and Councilmembers unanimously agreed.

Following Executive Session discussions regarding compensation for elected officials and the Town Administrator, Council considered and approved salary adjustments for the Mayor, Council Members, and Town Administrator.
· A proposal to increase the Mayor’s compensation by 20% was presented. Mayor Pro Tem Laura Cook made a motion to approve the increase, and Councilwoman Millie Dawkins seconded the motion. A roll-call vote was conducted with the following results:

· Mayor Jones – Yes 
· Mayor Pro Tem Laura Cook – Yes 
· Councilman Charles Thomas – Yes 
· Councilwoman Millie Dawkins – Yes 
The motion carried unanimously.
· Council then considered a 45% increase in compensation for Council Members. Councilman Charles Thomas made a motion to approve the increase, and Councilwoman Millie Dawkins seconded the motion. A roll-call vote was conducted with the following results:
· Mayor Jones – Yes 
· Mayor Pro Tem Laura Cook – Yes 
· Councilman Charles Thomas – Yes 
· Councilwoman Millie Dawkins – Yes 
The motion carried unanimously.








· Council also considered a 10% increase in compensation for the Town Administrator. Councilman Charles Thomas made a motion to approve the increase, and Mayor Pro Tem Laura Cook seconded the motion. A roll-call vote was conducted with the following results:
· Mayor Jones – Yes 
· Mayor Pro Tem Laura Cook – Yes 
· Councilman Charles Thomas – Yes 
· Councilwoman Millie Dawkins – Yes 
The motion carried unanimously.
Town Attorney G.P. Callison was directed to prepare the necessary ordinance reflecting the approved compensation adjustments for consideration and adoption by Council.


11. Adjournment




















In compliance with the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) the agenda was posted on the door of Administration Building June 12, 2006, and the Town of Gray Courts Facebook page on June 15, 2026.
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