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GRAY COURT TOWN COUNCIL MEETING
August 17, 2026
Minutes


1. Call to Order - Mayor Stellartean Jones

2. Invocation & Pledge – Columbus Stepehns, Town Administrator

3. Approval of Minutes:   July 20, 2026 
· Councilman Dylan Cook made a motion to approve July 20, 2026, minutes. Councilman Charles Thomas seconded the motion. Mayor Jones and Councilmembers unanimously agreed. 

4. Invited Guests:
A. Teddi Garrick and Claire Beachy, Kids in Parks 
· Teddi Garrick and Claire Beachy, Kids in Place with THRIVE Laurens County, spoke with the Mayor and Council about their program and the work they are doing throughout Laurens County. THRIVE focuses on improving the health and well-being of children, adults, and families by promoting healthy choices, physical activity, access to resources, and community involvement. They discussed the importance of providing children with safe opportunities to be active and develop healthy habits while also encouraging families and adults to participate in wellness activities and community programs. They shared information about THRIVE's efforts to connect residents with local resources and community partners.

5. Old Business:

6. New Business:
A. Requesting Council approval authorizing Mayor Jones to enter Solid Waste Collection, Transportation, and Disposal/Processing Agreement effectively July 1, 2026, between the Town of Gray Court and Waste Industries, LLC dba GFL Environmental.
· Mayor Pro Tem Laura Cook made a motion to approve the Solid Waste Collection, Transportation, and Disposal/Processing Agreement, including the four proposed amendments, and to authorize Mayor Jones to enter into the agreement, effective July 1, 2026, between the Town of Gray Court and Waste Industries, LLC, dba GFL Environmental. Councilman Dylan Cook seconded the motion. Mayor Jones and Councilmembers unanimously agreed. 




B. Requesting Council approval of First Reading Ordinance #2026-07 establishing Downtown District Boundary.
· Councilman Dylan Cook made a motion to approve the First Reading Ordinance #2026-07 establishing Downtown District Boundary. Mayor Pro Tem Laura Cook seconded the motion. Mayor Jones and Councilmembers unanimously agreed. 

C. Requesting the Council adopt Resolution #2006-001 supporting contract and agreement between Laurens County, the District of Fire Services, and Gray Court Volunteer Fire Department to provide Fire Services for the Town of Gray Court.  
· Councilman Dylan Cook made a motion to adopt Resolution #2006-001 supporting contract and agreement between Laurens County, the District of Fire Services, and Gray Court Volunteer Fire Department to provide Fire Services for the Town of Gray Court. Councilman Charles Thomas seconded the motion. Mayor Jones and Councilmembers unanimously agreed. 

7. Mayor & Council Reports:
· Mayor Jones – Mayor Jones reported that the parking lot at Gray Court Community Park has been completed, and the locks on the bathrooms have been replaced. Mr. Stephens is currently working on three grants: Parks and Recreation, Upstate Main Street, and Duke Energy Revitalization. Ms. Brandy Grover spoke with Ms. Taylor about ideas to enhance downtown Gray Court, including murals, window paintings, interactive sidewalks, and a possible bookstore/coffee shop. Boo on Main is scheduled for October 24, 2026, from 4:00 PM to 6:00 PM. The event is posted on the Town's website, Facebook page, and the Chamber of Commerce event calendar. Registration forms are available on the Town's website and Facebook page. World Cleanup Day is September 20, 2026. Mayor Pro Tem Laura Cook suggested that the Town hold its cleanup on a Saturday. Mayor and Council will discuss and select a Saturday date closer to September 20.
· Mayor Pro Tem Laura Cook – No Report
· Councilwoman Millie Dawkins – No Report
· Councilman Dylan Cook - No Report
· Councilman Charles Thomas - No Report

8. Department Reports:
A. Columbus M. Stephens, Administrator –
· Stephens reviewed the Town's July 2026 budget with Mayor and Council and provided an update on the Town's financial status.
B. Sheriff – Sgt. M. Priest 
· Sgt. Priest reported 79 calls for service during the month of July 2026. Wednesdays being the busiest days of the week. 

9. Public Comment: 
· During public comment, a citizen expressed concerns regarding the Solid Waste Collection Agreement between GFL Environmental and the Town of Gray Court. The citizen thanked the Mayor and Council for addressing and approving the four amendments to the agreement.










10. Executive Session: Council may go into Executive Session pursuant to 30-4-70 (a)(2) of the SC Code of Laws, 1976, as amended to receive legal advice regarding the Park Master Plan designated for Habitat Humanity Homes and the Election Bill Terms. 

Councilman Charles Thomas made a motion to go into Executive Session. Mayor Pro Tem Laura Cook seconded the motion. Mayor Jones and Councilmembers unanimously agreed.

“No Votes taken”

Mayor Pro Tem Laura Cook made a motion to come out of Executive Session. Councilman Dylan Cook seconded the motion. Mayor Jones and Councilmembers unanimously agreed.


11. Adjournment



















Drafted & Submitted: 8/18/2026 3:05 PM Keisha Taylor









In compliance with the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) the agenda was posted on the door of Municipal Court Door on August 14, 2026, and the Town of Gray Courts Facebook page on July 14, 2026.
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