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GRAY COURT TOWN COUNCIL MEETING
July 20, 2026
Minutes


1. Call to Order - Mayor Stellartean Jones

2. Invocation & Pledge – Councilman Dylan Cook 

3. Approval of Minutes:   June 15, 2026 & June 29, 2026
· Councilman Dylan Cook made a motion to approve June 15, 2026 & June 29, 2026, minutes. Mayor and Council unanimously agreed. 

4. Invited Guests:

5. Old Business:
A. Approval second reading of Ordinance Number 2026-06 amending section 30.34 of the Town of Gray Court of Ordinance to Delete the Requirement of a Roll Call Vote on every question before Council. 
· Councilmember Dylan Cook made a motion to approve Ordinance Number 2026-06 amending section 30.34 of the Town of Gray Court of Ordinance to Delete the Requirement of a Roll Call Vote on every question before Council. Councilman Charles Thomas seconded the motion. A roll-call vote was conducted with the following results:
· Mayor Jones – Yes 
· Mayor Pro Tem Laura Cook – Yes 
· Councilman Charles Thomas – Yes 
· Councilman Dylan Cook – Yes 
The motion carried unanimously.
 
6. New Business:
A. Council to discuss Concession Stand usage and rental charges at the Gray Court Community Park.
· Mayor Jones and Council discussed the use of the concession stand located at the Gray Court Community Park and potential rental fees associated with its use. Mr. Stephens requested that Mayor Pro Tem Laura Cook prepare a draft of the Community Park rental fee schedule that includes pricing and guidelines for the concession stand. The draft will be presented to Council for review and consideration at a future meeting.








7. Mayor & Council Reports:
· Mayor Jones – Mayor Jones reported that the bridge at the Centennial Park needs attention and asked Council whether they preferred to repair the bridge or remove it entirely. After discussion, Council agreed to have the bridge removed. Mayor Jones stated that the Town's July 4, 2026, Fireworks Celebration was a great success and expressed appreciation to the Laurens County Sheriff's Office for their excellent work with traffic control and maintaining a smooth flow of traffic throughout the event. Mayor Jones also reported that planning for the Town's Boo on Main event is well underway. The event date will be discussed and finalized at a future meeting. Additionally, Mayor Jones informed Council that new sinks have been installed in the Town Hall restrooms. She reminded Council members that if they experience any issues with their iPads, they should notify the Town office so the problems can be addressed.
· Mayor Pro Tem Laura Cook – Expressed concerns regarding trucks parked along the side of the road that are obstructing motorists' view of oncoming traffic, creating a potential safety hazard. Additional concerns were raised about fire hydrants in the same area being blocked by parked vehicles, which could impede emergency access. The council member also requested that Council begin receiving regular reports on code enforcement violation letters, including the number of letters issued, the status of each case, and whether property owners are complying with the notices.
· Councilman Dylan Cook – No Report
· Councilman Charles Thomas – No Report

8. Department Reports:
A. Columbus M. Stephens, Administrator –
· Mr. Stephens informed Mayor and Council that Brian Harlan with the YMCA has a meeting scheduled with the YMCA committee to discuss the potential lease of the former Post Office building as the future location for a new YMCA facility. He provided an update on the paving project at the Gray Court Community Park, stating that work is currently on hold due to recent weather conditions and staffing availability. Mr. Stephens reviewed the Town's June 2026 budget with Mayor and Council and provided an update on the Town's financial status and also advised Council that he plans to invite two artists to the next Council meeting to discuss potential mural projects for the Town, including ideas for public art that would enhance the community.
B. Howard Anthony Brown – Maintenance Supervisor Updates
· From June 2026 to the present, the Town's Maintenance Department has collected 47 bags of litter from roadsides throughout the community. Reported that Laurens County assisted the Town during the annual Town Clean-Up Day by providing a leaf truck to remove leaves from roadside ditches, as well as an additional truck to help collect larger items placed along the roads for disposal. Mr. Brown expressed his appreciation to the Maintenance Crew for their dedication, hard work, and for the outstanding job they have done throughout the year, including their efforts during the Independence Day fireworks celebration, the Vintage Car Show, and for maintaining the Town while he was on vacation.
C. Sheriff – Sgt. M. Priest 
· Sgt. Priest reported 99 calls for service during the month of June 2026. Sundays being the busiest days of the week. 










9. Public Comment: 

10. Executive Session: Council may go into Executive Session pursuant to 30-4-70 (a)(2) of the SC Code of Laws, 1976, as amended to receive legal advice regarding the Mayor, Elected Officials, and Municipal Judge compensation and to receive legal advice and discuss the proposed transfer of property to Habitat for Humanity.  

Mayor Pro Tem Laura Cook made a motion to go into Executive Session. Councilman Dylan Cook seconded the motion. Mayor Jones and Councilmembers unanimously agreed.

“No Votes taken”

Mayor Pro Tem Laura Cook made a motion to come out of Executive Session. Councilman Dylan Cook seconded the motion. Mayor Jones and Councilmembers unanimously agreed.


11. Adjournment




In compliance with the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) the agenda was posted on the door of Municipal Court Door on July 16, 2026, and the Town of Gray Courts Facebook page on July 20, 2026.
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