
[image: A picture containing text, outdoor, sign, street

Description automatically generated]COUNCIL MEMBERS                                 					       MAYOR   Stellartean Jones                                                                                                                                

        Millie Dawkins
          Laura Cook                                                                                                                                        Doris Hamilton, Clerk/Treasurer
          Dylan Cook                                                                                                                                                    
       Charles Thomas                                                                                                                           Columbus Stephens, Town Administrator
                                                                                                       	


GRAY COURT TOWN COUNCIL MEETING
September 21, 2026
Minutes

1. Call to Order - Mayor Stellartean Jones

2. Invocation & Pledge – Councilman Charles Thomas

3. Approval of Minutes:   August 17, 2026 
· Councilman Dylan Cook made a motion to approve August 17, 2026, minutes. Councilwoman Millie Dawkins seconded the motion. Mayor Jones and Councilmembers unanimously agreed. 

4. Invited Guests:
A. Robert Wolfe, MASC Field Services Coordinator
· Mr. Wolfe spoke with the Mayor and Council regarding the proposed changes to the Town’s general election date and related election procedures. He provided clarification and answered questions from Mayor and Council regarding the proposed changes.
B. Jeff Fields, LCWSC Executive Director
· Mr. Fields updated Mayor and Council on the Gray Court sewer project schedule. He stated that the project is anticipated to be completed by April 15, 2027. The project schedule includes permitting beginning in August 2026, bidding in October 2026, and construction administration from December 2026 through April 2027. Mr. Fields also provided Mayor and Council with a map showing the layout of the septic system.

5. Old Business:
A. Requesting Council approval authorizing Mayor Jones to extend the existing Solid Waste Collection, Transportation, and Disposal/Processing Agreement as amended effectively July 1, 2026, between the Town of Gray Court and Waste Industries, LLC dba GFL Environmental.
· Councilman Dylan Cook made a motion to approve authorizing Mayor Jones to extend the existing Solid Waste Collection, Transportation, and Disposal/Processing Agreement as amended effectively July 1, 2026, between the Town of Gray Court and Waste Industries, LLC dba GFL Environmental. Councilwoman Millie Dawkins seconded the motion. Mayor Jones and Councilmembers unanimously agreed. 
B. Requesting Council approval of Second Reading Ordinance #2026-07 establishing Downtown District Boundary.
· Mayor Pro Tem Laura Cook made a motion to approve the Second Reading Ordinance #2026-07 establishing Downtown District Boundary. Councilwoman Mille Dawkins seconded the motion. Mayor Jones and Councilmembers unanimously agreed. 

6. New Business: 
A. Requesting Council approval authorizing the Administrator to sign a Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) for the provision of secure detention services with the South Carolina Department of Juvenile Justice (SCDJJ) for fiscal year 2026-2027. 
· Councilman Dylan Cook made a motion to approve the request of Council authorizing the Administrator to sign a Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) for the provision of secure detention services with the South Carolina Department of Juvenile Justice (SCDJJ) for fiscal year 2026-2027. Mayor Pro Tem Laura Cook seconded the motion. Mayor Jones and Councilmembers agreed. 

B. Requesting Council approval of First Reading Ordinance Number 2026-08 - An Ordinance of the Town of Gray Court amending Chapter 36 of the Gray Court Code of Ordinances rescheduling Town general elections to November of odd-numbered years; establishing the filing period; reaffirming the method of candidacy, reaffirming the  nonpartisan plurality method of election; extending the terms of the current Mayor and Council members until the first Monday in November; providing for commencement of terms and notices of election; and providing for other matters relating thereto.
· Mayor Pro Tem Laura Cook Mayor Pro Tem Laura Cook made a motion to approve the First Reading of Ordinance Number 2026-08 – An Ordinance of the Town of Gray Court amending Chapter 36 of the Gray Court Code of Ordinances rescheduling Town general elections to November of odd-numbered years; establishing the filing period; reaffirming the method of candidacy; reaffirming the nonpartisan plurality method of election; extending the terms of the current Mayor and Council members until the first Monday in November; providing for commencement of terms and notices of election; and providing for other matters relating thereto. Councilman Dylan Cook seconded the motion. Councilman Dylan Cook then made a motion to amend Ordinance Number 2026-08 by changing the referenced election date from November to December. Councilwoman Millie Dawkins seconded the motion. Mayor Jones and Councilmembers unanimously approved the amendment.

7. Mayor & Council Reports:
· Mayor Jones – Mayor Jones reported that she received an invitation to the Laurens County Extension Office Open House, scheduled for October 1, 2026, from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Mayor Jones also reported that the Gray Court Fire Department holds quarterly meetings, with the next meeting scheduled for October 13, 2026, at 6:00 p.m. She asked Council if anyone was interested in serving on the Fire Department Board. Councilman Charles Thomas and Councilman Dylan Cook expressed interest in serving on the Board and will notify Mayor Jones of their decision.
· Councilman Charles Thomas – No Report
· Councilman Dylan Cook – No Report
· Councilwoman Millie Dawkins – Councilwoman Dawkins asked how many smoke detectors are currently located in the building. Mr. Stephens stated that the Town will identify the locations of the smoke detectors and get back with her.
· Mayor Pro Tem Laura Cook – Mayor Pro Tem Cook updated Mayor and Council regarding the upcoming Christmas Tree Lighting, scheduled for Monday, November 23, 2026. She stated that she will be working on obtaining sponsors for the event and will also ensure that the Christmas lights and star are still in working order. Mayor Pro Tem Cook also reported on the Town Cleanup held Saturday in partnership with Laurens County Beautification. Several citizens came out to participate and help clean up the Town. She thanked Maintenance Supervisor Mr. Brown and Mr. Smith for coming out to assist with the cleanup. She also expressed her appreciation to the entire maintenance crew for their continued hard work throughout the Town, particularly with trash, limbs, and leaf cleanup. She stated that their efforts were clearly reflected in the condition of the Town during the cleanup event. Mayor Pro Tem Cook also asked Mr. Wolfe with the Municipal Association of South Carolina (MASC) for assistance at the next Council retreat in developing a clear process outlining who is responsible for each committee and the duties and responsibilities assigned to each committee member.
8. Department Reports:
A. Columbus M. Stephens - Administrator –
· Mr. Stephens reviewed the Town’s August 2026 budget with Mayor and Council and provided an update on the Town’s current financial status. He also provided an update on Mayor Carter Centennial Park, stating that the Town is currently waiting on grant funding before moving forward with the project. Mr. Stephens reported that he is also working to secure a Code Enforcement Officer for the Town and has been in contact with several surrounding counties regarding Code Enforcement.
B. Howard Brown – Maintenance Supervisor 
· From August 2026 to the present, the Town's Maintenance Department has collected 73 bags of litter from roadsides throughout the community. He also reported that the amount of brush and leaves is increasing as the seasons change. The Maintenance Department continues to work throughout the Town to keep roadsides and public areas clean and well-maintained.
C. Sheriff – Sgt. M. Priest 
· Sgt. Priest reported 71 calls for service during the month of August 2026. Mondays being the busiest days of the week. 



9. Public Comment: 

10. Executive Session: Council may go into Executive Session pursuant to 30-4-70 (a)(2) of the SC Code of Laws, 1976, as amended. Council will go into Executive Session to discuss personnel matters. 

Mayor Pro Tem Laura Cook raised a question regarding the Section cited to go into Executive Session. The correct statutory provision for personnel matters is 30-4-70 (a)(1) of the SC Code of Laws, 1976, as amended. The record was changed to reflect that. In addition, the reason for the Executive Session was to discuss personnel matters related to Town administration. 

Councilman Dylan Cook made a motion to go into Executive Session. Mayor Pro Tem Laura Cook seconded the motion. Mayor Jones and Councilmembers unanimously agreed.

Councilman Charles Thomas made a motion to come out of Executive Session. Councilwoman Millie Dawkins seconded the motion. Mayor Jones and Councilmembers unanimously agreed.

No action was taken on matters discussed in Executive Session.


11. Adjournment



In compliance with the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) the agenda was posted on the door of Municipal Court Door on September 18, 2026, and the Town of Gray Courts Facebook page on September 18, 2026.









Submitted: 9/24/2026 Keisha Taylor
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